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Architects turn garbage into green

Companies honored
for making office space
out of leftover junk.

BY JEMNIFER HILLER
Jhiller@express-netes.nel

Busted chunks of concrete,

rusty  corrugated metal and
overhead doors never looked so

good.

At the SoFlo Studios site,
home to San Antonio's Alamo
Architects and O'Neill Conrad
Oppelt Architects, nothing was
too beaten-up, broken-down or
unsightly to be transformed in-
to pathways, patios, fences, ar
chitectural features or office
partitions.

Now the design firms that
renovated an industrial site for
their own offices have been re-
warded with the Silver rating
for Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design, the rig-
orous  and

environmentally

friendly building program of the
115, Green Building Council.

SoFlo Studics is the first Sil-

ver LEED project in San Anto-

The offices are named after
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warehouse site of a trailer man-
ufa.cm_rer Later, it became a
durmnping ground for kitchen ap-

pliances.
"!twasbammﬂ:-*mstdﬂapl
dated,” Alamo Architects princi-
pal Jerry Lammers said “Tt was
literally a junkyard.”
Instead of hiring a dump
fruck, Alamo Architects and
OCO  reused the struchural
bones of two old  industrial

sheds.
“Rather than just putting
something in the recycling

Dumpster or having it towed
away, we just sort of stacked it
on-site,” said Nicki Mellado, pro-
ject manager with Alamo Archi-
tects.

Contractors piled up win-
dows, doors and metal. Then
the architects figured out what
to do with it. Old wood decking
turned into wall paneling. Con-
crete was turned on its side to
create a sculptural fence,

“There were some
concepts going into it," Mellado
said. “But it was a i.Et'E'l'Ilﬂl‘iﬂ'lt
up-as-we-go process.”

Design and construction took
about two years. Alamo Archi-
tects and OCO moved in last
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Before its transformation, the property, a former trailer warehouse, had turned into a junkyard, dilapi-
dated and overgrown with weeds. Much of the junk at the site was reused to create SoFlo studios.
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green building,
An estimated 95 percent of all
material on-site was reused and
rescued from the landfill

A 6.500gallon cistern collects
rainwater for irrigating the na-
tive plants in a large courtyard.
Broken concrete creates a flag-
stone effect in the courtyard,

An industrial
junkyard turned
office is believed
to be the first
building in San
Antonio to
achieve a Silver
LEED rating. So-
- Fla Studios is the
=W home of Alamo
Architects and
0COD Architects.
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while crushed granite between
the concrete chunks allows wa-
ter to permeate, reducing the
heat-island effect.

There are so many windows
and glass walls that all the
workers inside have an outside
that owverhead lighting isnt
needed during the day But deep
overhangs keep the sun from
overheating the building.

A metal roof reflects heat and
fits in with the industrial feel of
the neighborhood.

carbon footprint. The business-
es then ay carbon offsets, basi-
cally fees based on their foot-
print, that are used to develop
renewable energy or to plant

treme retise isn't for the faint of
heart.

Businesses loocking at furning
an mdusirml site into office or





